








Junebug needn’t have worried. I had an amaz-
ing time. I met men, whom I immediately felt 
I’d known my whole life. I heard life stories that, 
while different from my own, were filled with 
commonalities – joyful and painful. I heard things 
from session speakers that changed me. And, in 
the end, I truly felt I’d come home.
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2009 was the first GSV event for 
my partner and me. We’d done 
some Tantra workshops and 
Body Electric, so we were open 
to gay men together in groups. 
Because it was the 20th anniver-
sary of GSV, I can’t help but parallel many of the 
events of the weekend to the renewed interest in 
Woodstock, primarily through the remembering 
of the history involved throughout the weekend.

I’ve always been an avid reader, especially of 
gay fiction. In my pre-Internet days in western 
Oklahoma, it was as close as you could get to 
any revelation of gay life elsewhere. To hear that 
many of the names I had read about had been 
participants in GSV was moving and a reminder 
of the incredible debt that gay men in 2009 owe 
their forefathers. 

It was a great experience to once again realize 
that gay men can meet in a positive environment 
without the cloud of alcohol or drugs and still 
have amazing experiences. The ability to openly 
express affection and allow one’s inner being to 
emerge in a totally safe environment is uplifting 
and affirming. The opportunity to try on a new 
persona, perhaps by doing a bit of drag for the first 
time or participating in a meditation group when 
that’s not one’s norm, is also not to be minimized.

The experience was wonderful, and some of the 
friendships formed in a short weekend will likely 
last a lifetime. It is definitely an event to go on the 
calendar for coming years.

In Memoriam
Gary Briggs of Asheville, NC died on Christmas Eve.
He was a participant in the original Southeast Faerie Circle. He 

attended the last GSV conference and shared his remebrances 
of the early Running Water days.  Gary was gentle, thoughtful 
man whose well-considered convictions often led him to take 
meaningful action.  He will be missed by many.
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1990 Franklin Abbott 
Lokishango@gmail.com

1991 Bob Strain 
rlstrain@citlink.net

1992 Miguel Molina 
magicmiguel@gmail.com

1993 Brad Pitts 
celtkilt@yahoo.com

1994 Tim Flood 
tflood1@tampabay.rr.com

1995 Gary Kaupman 
gkaup@mindspring.com

1996 Harold Cole 
h.cole333@gmail.com

1997 Matt Huff 
pretzelulu@aol.com

1998 Gerry Cowley 
gecowley1@yahoo.com

1999 Dan Elswick 
elswickdan@yahoo.com

2000 Michael Chavez 
mchavez@mac.com

2001 Bruce Cheek 
bcsparky@hotmail.com

2002 Daryl Hansome 
hansomeboy@hotmail.com

2003 Nick Patras 
nickpatras@gmail.com

2004 Art Blue 
artblue1111@hotmail.com

2005 Arnold Peluso 
send2arnold@yahoo.com

2006 Michael Gilchrist 
mrg123@earthlink.net

2007 John Schumacher 
john@john-schumacher.com

2008 Mark Zumbach 
ralieghzoom@yahoo.com

2009 Larry Johnson 
larryj824@charter.net  
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